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The development of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences in the Netherlands

Welcome to Innovative Universities Global Webinar

October 19, 2023
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Moderators
Prof. Dr.

Isak Frumin
Head of Observatory of 

Higher Education 
Innovations at 

Constructor University, 
Fellow of the International 

Academy of Education

Dara Melnyk

Strategic transformation 
consultant, speaker, PhD 

candidate at 
Maastricht University, 

Netherlands
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Construction of the webinar

The Steering Committee: 
Phil Altbach, Jules Coleman, 
Daniel Kontowski, Attila Paustis, 
Jamil Salmi, Po Yang 

Live: every second Thu @5PM CET

60 min: 15-min presentation + discussion

Recordings: available on YouTube + impressions sharing via #InnovativeUniversities

Moderators
for the 2023-2024 season:
Isak Frumin and Dara Melnyk
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Invited experts
Prof. Dr.

Teun Dekker
Lecturer,

Professor of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Education 

at University College 
Maastricht

Daniel 
Kontowski

Head of Studies Social 
Sciences at Amsterdam 

University College
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The development of 
Liberal Arts and 
Sciences in the 
Netherlands: 
.

The case of University 
College Maastricht

Prof. Dr. Teun Dekker
Lecturer,

Professor of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences Education 

at University College 
Maastricht



Liberal Arts in Europe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1/3 went to one of the top-100 universities (Times Higher Education ranking 2016-2017)





Systemic Challenges around 2000

• High drop-out & switch
• Study delays
• Low engagement
• Emphasis on 20th and 19th Century 

Skills



• Liberal Arts & Sciences Honours College of 
Maastricht University

• 3 year bachelor’s programme taught 
in English

• Interdisciplinary & open curriculum

• Problem-Based Learning (PBL), small-scale

• Vibrant international community 

• Non-residential

What is UCM?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
73% international students. Say over 70% international students



UCM Curriculum & study objectives 

First year: exploring your interests, strengths, 
and opportunities

Second year: developing a sound 
concentration

Third year: deepening and focusing

Expanding your curriculum:
o Semester Abroad 
o External Courses

In-depth knowledge 
in the fields of your 

interest 

Broad 
perspective

High-level academic skills

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IMPORTANT CURRICULUM CHANGE:UCM has decided to change the freshmen registration policy to ensure that Introduction to Academic Skills 1 can be linked to Contemporary World History and Theory Construction and Modelling Techniques. According to the change, freshmen need to pick 1 of the 2 offered core courses in their first period at UCM (taking both core courses is theoretically also still possible). This will lead to a smoother transition from school to university and more effective academic skills training. 




Academic advising
How to plan your studies?

How to choose your concentration?

How to prepare for the future?
How to optimise your semester  abroad?

How to choose your courses?

Academic
advisor



• Educational system of Maastricht University 
centred around the analysis and solving of 
problems

• Students in charge of own learning process

• Cooperation & self-study

• 10-16 hours in class per week + self study

Problem-Based Learning (PBL)



UCM an international academic community

• English-taught programme

• 50+ nationalities

• Over 70% international students

1. Dutch 11. Luxembourgish

2. German 12. Romanian
3. French 13. Finnish
4. Italian 14. Hungarian
5. Belgian 15. Swiss
6. Spanish
7. British
8. American (USA)
9. Polish
10. Austrian

Top 15 Nationalities at UCM (May 2023)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based PowerBI numbers in September 21 (not including February intake)

73% international students in 2020. 70% in 2019.�
Dutch 217 German 213 Italian 66 Belgian 63 French 52 Spanish 24 British 23 American 20 Austrian 12 Polish 12 Luxembourgian 10 Finish 8 Rumanian 7 Slovakian 5 Cypriot 4 Swiss 4 Indian 3 Irish 3 Nepalese 3 Portuguese 3 Swedish 3 Vietnamese 3 



UCM Academic Community



Results
• Over 80% complete the program, relatively 

quickly
• High engagement (40 hours per week+)
• High student satisfaction
• Much student research
• Excellent track record in graduate programs



Enrolling in a master’s 
programme after UCM

91% of our alumni pursued 
graduate education

Graduated from a master’s 
programme:

• 24% graduated from one of the 
top 50 universities in the world 
(THE ranking 2016-2017)

• 17% graduated from one of the 
top 25 universities in the world 
(THE ranking 2016-2017)

73% were accepted into their 
first-choice programme

Presenter
Presentation Notes
�“After graduating from UCM, 91% of alumni pursued graduate education. Figure 3 separates these alumni into two groups: those who were still in education when the survey was conducted and those who were not. For both groups, a master’s degree is most frequently the (current) highest level of follow-up study programme. Among alumni who are currently not enrolled in education, almost 31% graduated from a master’s programme at one of the top 100 universities in the world (as ranked by the Times Higher Education World University Ranking).3 For those still enrolled in a master’s programme, this percentage is almost 30%. For the top 50 and top 25 universities, these percentages are 20% and 13% respectively for those still studying and 24% and 17% respectively for those who already graduated from a master’s programme. Moreover, figure 3 shows that about 6% of those who are currently not enrolled in education obtained a PhD.” p.3.
 
“About 80% of alumni indicated that there were no additional requirements for entering their follow-up study programme.6 Of the graduates who applied for a follow-up study programme, 73% were accepted into their preferred programme. Of those rejected, 36% reported that they were not given a reason for their rejection, while 26% indicated that they had not taken certain courses. Of those rejected by their preferred programme, only 9% decided not to pursue any further education, 84% attended another programme and 7% decided to take the courses required for their preferred follow-up programme.” P.4
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Save the date:
d

Thursday, November 2, 
5PM CET
d

In Pursuit of Excellence 
with focus on 
Okinawa Institute of 
Science and Technology Prof. Dr.

Ken Peach
Professor Emeritus at Oxford, 

Honorary Professor at Edinburgh
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Have a great evening and
follow us with 
#InnovativeUniversities


	Event starts at 5PM CEST�Please stand by!
	�The development of Liberal Arts and Sciences in the Netherlands�
	Moderators
	Construction of the webinar
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Liberal Arts in Europe
	Systemic Challenges around 2000
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Academic advising
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Results
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

